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WASHINGTON -- Today, Congressman Olver announced that a modification                plan submitted to the U.S. Department of Labor to amend the target                population served through the General Dynamics Defense Systems Grant                awarded in November of 1997 has been approved.&nbsp; Services at                the General Dynamics Career Resource Center on Merrill Road will                be available to Beloit employees immediately.              

"I am elated that the DOL worked so expeditiously to approve the                modification plan, which will provide intensive and targeted retraining,                support, and re-employment services to Beloit workers immediately,                while continuing to provide services to workers who continue to                be dislocated from General Dynamics," Olver said.              

"Although the economy is strong, forces such as corporate downsizing                and consolidations are putting many experienced Americans out of                work. At the every least, these employees deserve the retraining                and re-employment services that this Resource Center can provide.&nbsp;                We need to continue to do all we can to provide these loyal workers                with the skills and training they need to help them as they re-enter                the work force," Olver said.              

"The planned closure at Beloit pulping in Dalton has been devastating                to Berkshire County.&nbsp; However, the timing of this announcement                is critical to workers and their families as they begin to deal                with the uncertainty of job dislocation, many for the first time                in their lives," Olver added.              

The DOL awarded a grant of $2.7 million to the Massachusetts Department                of Labor and Workforce Development in November of 1997, to assist                450 dislocated workers at General Dynamics Defense Systems.&nbsp;                The total number of planned layoffs at General Dynamics has decreased,                as more workers have opted for early retirement than originally                anticipated.&nbsp; Fewer workers from General Dynamics are expected                to seek services, creating the immediate capacity to serve Beloit                workers through the current grant. A modification proposal was submitted                at the end of September to incorporate 70% of the Beloit workers                into the training center without requesting additional grant funding.             
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